DISEASE    AND    MUSIC

red, green, and yellow. On the other hand they cannot endure
black; the very sight of it sets them a sighing; and if any of those
that stand about them are clad in that color, they are ready to
beat them, and bid them be gone."23 Others would tear their
clothes and show their nakedness, losing all sense of modesty.
Almost all would hold pieces of red cloth in their hands, waving
them, delighted with the sight. "There are some of them that,
during the exercise of dancing, are mightily pleased with the
green boughs of vines or reeds and wave them about in their
hands in the air, or dip them in the water, or bind them about their
face and neck." 24 Some called for swords and acted like fencers,
others for whips and beat each other. Women called for mirrors,
sighed and howled making indecent motions. Some of them had
still stranger fancies, liked to be tossed in the air, dug holes in
the ground and rolled themselves in the dirt like swine.25 They
all drank wine plentifully and sang and talked like drunken peo-
ple. And all the while they danced and danced madly to the sound
of music.

Music and dancing were the only effective remedies, and people
were known to have died within an hour or in a few days because
music was not available. A member of Dr. Ferdinandus* own fam-
ily, his cousin Francesco Franco, died thus within twenty-four
hours because no musician could be found after he had been
stung. As a rule, however, musicians were at hand. It seems, as a
matter of fact, that the spiders were particularly aggressive when
the musicians were around, and that music more than the sum-
mer heat was responsible for reviving the old poison in the system
of former patients. Bands of musicians roamed the country during
the summer months with violins, various kinds of pipes, citherns,
harps, timbrels, small drums.26 They played the tarantella, re-
peating a melody endless times, playing fast. As Baglivi said: 2T
"However, this must be taken for a truth, that how much so ever
they vary in their particular tunes, yet they all agree in this, to
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